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search for streaming media on the corresponding one of the
one or more network sites.

29. The media playback system of claim 25, wherein the
first network site has a first domain address, and the second

5 network site has a second domain address that is different
than the first domain address, so that the media player plays
back streaming media from the first domain and the second
domain automatically and sequentially.

30. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein the
10 search module formulates a user-query into the search

request directed to the one or more network sites.
31. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein the

search module formulates a user-query into a plurality of
search requests, each of the plurality of search requests
being directed to one of the one or more network sites.

32. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein the
search module sends at least a portion of the one or more
search results to a play-list module, the play-list module
arranging a plurality of media resource locators from the
portion of the one or more search results into a designated

20 order, each of the plurality of media resource locators
identifying a network address for a corresponding media
file, the media player receiving the plurality of media
resource locators in the designated order.

33. The media playback system of claim 20, further
25 comprising a user-interface to receive a user-query for

formulating the search request to each of the one or more
network sites.

34. The media playback system of claim 33, wherein the
user-query comprises one or more search strings or menu
selections.

35. The media playback system of claim 34, wherein the
user-query is a request for streaming media playback of a
specified category.

36. The media playback system of claim 34, wherein the
35 user-query is sent automatically in response to a user of the

terminal opening a web browser.
37. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein the

plurality of media resource locators include one or more
links that are selectable to access media resources, and

40 wherein the search module includes a parsing component to
parse each of the one or more search results for links that are
selectable to open media files.

38. A media playback system coupled to a network, the
media playback system comprising:

a user-interface to receive a user-query;
a search module to send a search request based on the

user-query to one or more network sites, and to receive
from the one or more network sites at least a first search
result that references a plurality of media resources,
each of the media resources having a corresponding
network site; and

a media player configured to access the network sites of
at least some of the media resources referenced in the
first search result, and to control playback of at least
some of the media resources referenced in the first
search result, wherein the media player controls play-
back of the at least some of the media resources to be
substantially automatic and sequential.

39. The playback system of claim 38, further comprising:
a parsing component to parse one or more search results

sent back from a network search engine at each of the
one or more network sites, the one or more search
results containing a plurality of links that are selectable
to open media files; and

wherein the parsing component implements a separate
parsing logic for parsing the search result from the
network sites.

wherein the information is associated with at least one of the
media resource locators in the search result while the media
player plays back streaming media from a media file having
a location identified by the at least one of the media resource
locators.

18. The media playback platform of claim 1, wherein the
search module sends the search request to the first network
site to identify one or more media files containing audio
digital recordings.

19. The media playback platform of claim 1, wherein the
search module sends the search request to the first network
site to identify media resource locators to media resources
containing video and/or audio digital recordings, and
wherein the media player loads the first media resource and
the second media resource to play back the video and/or 15

audio digital recordings.
20. A media playback system operated on a terminal

coupled to a network, the media playback system compris­
ing:

a search module that sends a user-defined search request
to one or more network sites to receive one or more
search results, the one or more search results identify­
ing a plurality of media resource locators, wherein each
media resource locator includes information for iden­
tifying locations of media resources on the network;
and

a media player directly controllable by the search module
to access and control play back of at least some of the
media resources identified by the plurality of media
resource locators, so that the media player plays back 30

two or more of the media resources substantially auto­
matically and sequentially.

21. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein the
media player is programmatically controlled to automati­
cally and sequentially playback the media resources.

22. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein each
of the plurality of media resource locators corresponds to a
uniform resource locator of a corresponding network site.

23. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein each
of the plurality of media resource locators corresponds to a
uniform resource locator of a media resource located on the
network.

24. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein each
of the plurality of media resource locators corresponds to a
link to a corresponding network site.

25. The media playback system of claim 20, wherein the
one or more search results received by the search module
include, as the plurality of media resource locators, at least
a first link for locating a first media file at a first network site,
and a second link for locating a second media file at a second 50

network site.
26. The media playback system of claim 25, wherein the

media player automatically accesses and loads the first
media file using the first link and the second media file using
the second link, so that playback of the streaming media 55

from the first media file and the second media file is
automatic and sequential.

27. The media playback system of claim 26, wherein the
search module formulates each search request so as to
include a uniform resource locator including metadata infor- 60

mation specific to a corresponding one of the one or more
network sites for receiving the search request, the metadata
information being derived from the user-query.

28. The media player of claim 27, wherein the search
module formulates each search request into the uniform 65

resource locator to include an address to the corresponding
one of the one or more network sites, and arguments to
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53. The media playback platform of claim 42, further
comprising a user-interface upon which a user-query is
received, and wherein the search request sent by the search
module is based on the user-query.

54. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the
search module includes a web browser component that is
configured to automatically display one or more resources
from a first web site that is located by at least one of the
media resource locators in the search result while playing

10 fea~s~ ~~:::~fa::~~r:~ol~c:t:~~i~h~l:e~~;::~s~h.the at
55. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the

search module is coupleable to a web browser component
that is configured to automatically display one or more
resources from a first web site that is located by at least one

15 of the media resource locators in the search result while
playing back streaming media from a media file opened by
the at least one media resource locator in the search result.

56. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the
media player is coupleable to a web browser component that

20 is configured to automatically display one or more resources
from a first web site that is located by at least one of the
media resource locators in the search result while playing
back streaming media from a media file opened by the at
least one media resource locator in the search result.

57. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the
search module sends the search request to the first network
site to identify one or more media files containing audio
digital recordings.

58. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the
30 search module sends the search request to the first network

site to identify media resource locators to media resources
containing video and/or audio digital recordings, and
wherein the media player loads the first media resource and
the second media resource to play back the video and/or

35 audio digital recordings.
59. A system for playing media resources, the system

comprising:
a search module configured to (i) transmit to a first

network site a search request for media resources, and
(ii) receive from the first network site a search result
that identifies a plurality of media resource locators
corresponding with the search request, the media
resource locators comprising information for identify­
ing locations of the media resources, wherein the
search result comprises a first media resource locator of
a first media resource located at a second network site,
and a second media resource locator of a second media
resource located at a third network site; and

a media player to play the first media resource using the
first media resource locator, then to play the second
media resource using the second media resource locator
substantially automatically.

60. The system of claim 59, wherein each media resource
locator corresponds to a uniform resource locator of a

55 corresponding network site.
61. The system of claim 59, wherein each media resource

locator corresponds to a uniform resource locator of a media
resource located on the network.

62. The system of claim 59, wherein each media resource
60 locator corresponds to a link to a corresponding network

site.
63. The system of claim 59, wherein the search module

identifies the first media resource locator and the second
media resource locator from a common domain on the

65 network.

50

40. The playback system of claim 38, wherein the first
search result includes a plurality of network pages, each of
the network pages containing one or more links that are
selectable to open media files, and wherein the parsing
component parses each page of the first search result to 5

identify the plurality of links for that network site.
41. The playback system of claim 40, wherein the parsing

component detects a next page link on a first page of the first
search result using a first parsing logic, and in response to
detecting the next page link, uses the first parsing logic to
parse a second network page of the first search result.

42. A media playback platform comprising:
a search module that sends a search request to a first

network site to receive a search result, and in response
to receiving the search result, identifies a plurality of
media resource locators, the media resource locators
comprising information for identifying locations of
media resources on the network, including a first media
resource locator of a first media resource located at a
second network site, and a second media resource
locator of a second media resource located at a third
network site; and

a media player configured to directly receive the first
media resource locator and the second media resource
locator from the search module, wherein the media 25

player plays back the first media resource using the first
media resource locator, and then plays back the second
media resource using the second media resource locator
substantially automatically after playing back the first
media resource.

43. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein
each media resource locator corresponds to a uniform
resource locator of a corresponding network site.

44. The media playback platform of claim 43, wherein the
first media resource and the second media resource are
located on a common domain on the network.

45. The media playback platform of claim 44, wherein the
search module sends the search request to the first network
site using one or more search fields identified from the
user-query.

46. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein
each media resource locator corresponds to a uniform
resource locator of a media resource located on the network.

47. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein
each media resource locator corresponds to a link to a 45

corresponding network site.
48. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the

first media resource and the second media resource are
located on a common server that is remote to a terminal upon
which the media player resides.

49. The media playback platform of claim 48, wherein the
search request sent by the search module includes one or
more search fields selected from the group of search fields
consisting of an artist name, a media title, a genre of media,
and a type of media file.

50. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein
each media resource locator corresponds to a network
address where a corresponding media resource is located.

51. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the
media player is programmatically configured to directly
communicate with the search module in order to receive the
first media resource locator and the second media resource
locator.

52. The media playback platform of claim 42, wherein the
media player is configured to be directly communicable
from the search module in order to receive the first media
resource locator and the second media resource locator.


